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Digital Media Policies and Gatekeepers
My project 
explores various digital media policies affecting the circulation, sharing, and digital distribution of media content between the US and the EU. An essential context for how digital technologies and platforms are affecting the global exchange of content is to understand how these technologies, distribution infrastructures, and conduits are regulated. I am analyzing various policies relevant to this digital ecosystem that are put forth by government regulators in the US and in Europe. These include the various and often differing mandates and regulatory frameworks related to broadband, individual privacy and digital identity, and even the global trade and storage of digital data (such as Safe Harbour), all of which hold the keys to the future of streaming media between nations and cultural industries. 
I am also interested in more informal policies enacted by gatekeepers such as Internet Service Providers (ISPs), data analytics organizations and algorithms, and geoblocking/filtering technologies and digital rights management (DRM) software layered onto digital content which limits how it can be shared, streamed, and accessed. Data analytics and algorithms have begun to operate as a type of predictive content curation mechanism that limits what types of content one is offered by a particular platform. The prevalence of geoblocking and filtering on major video platforms has instantiated a different kind of default, automated form of rights, licensing, and access control. These informal policies are often just as powerful as those that are the province of government regulatory agencies, and their impact on digital media culture is equally profound.  
Workarounds to these policies and modalities of control, including the use of VPNs and CDNs, are proliferating rapidly.  Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) have gained tremendous popularity in an era of increased attention to privacy and anonymity online. They also allow users to evade geoblocking and filtering technologies that limit content by territory. The great number of content delivery networks (CDNs) that are employed by every streaming media service in order to expedite and optimize the flow of data to the consumer (e.g., Akamai, Limelight, Level 3) are a type of intermediary in the delivery of streaming video that is not subject to the regulatory constraints of ISPs, and do not have to abide by regulations such as net neutrality, for example. They are able to avoid the regulatory/access gatekeepers and their attendant restrictions in ways that policy does not account for, but streaming television totally depends upon. This dynamic and complicated interplay between individual users, and various corporate and state institutions is at the heart of how regulation works in the digital media space, and how formal and informal policy impacts the global circulation and exchange of content. 
Progress: 
At this point, I am working on a taxonomy of different types of gatekeepers and a timeline of relevant policies – formal and informal – related to digital media distribution and circulation. I am also tracking developments in various cases related to net neutrality, Safe Harbour/Privacy Shield, geoblocking and digital rights management that are critical to the global circulation of media. This work is related to research I am also doing for my current book project, From Convergence to the Cloud: Media Policy in the Digital Era. 
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Such as: “My contribution places the issue of French-American relations in the greater context of their governmental regulation and explores… between the US and the EU. Indeed, an essential…”








